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Central Arizona's desert is home to the Phoenix-metropolitan area and its more than 3.4 million 
residents. Encompassing more than 2,000 square miles, the area amazes with a variety of ex-
periences, ranging from world-class resorts, spas, shopping and golf courses, to renowned res-
taurants and a vibrant nightlife.  

Phoenix/Central Arizona 2007 Tourism Facts 

Domestic Visitor Profile 

Overnight Domestic Visitation 
to Phoenix/Central Arizona 

15.4 million 

Average Age 48 years 

Average Household Income $86,200 

Average Party Size 2.0 

Average Length of Stay 4.0 nights 

Quarter Trip Started 

First Quarter 28% 

Second Quarter 25% 

Third Quarter 23% 

Fourth Quarter 24% 

Top Activities1 

Look at Real Estate 8% 

Night Life 7% 

Parks (National/State) 6% 

Hike, Bike 6% 

Gamble 6% 

Counties 
Maricopa and Pinal 
 
Tribal Lands 
Ak-Chin Indian Community, Fort McDowell 
Yavapai Nation, Gila River Indian Community, 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, 
San Carlos Apache Tribe,  Tohono O’Odham 
Nation 
 
Local Visitor Information Centers 
Apache Junction Chamber, Buckeye Valley 
Chamber, Greater Casa Grande Chamber, City 
of Chandler, Coolidge Chamber, Sunland Visi-
tor Center, Inc., Florence-Pinal County Visitor 
Center, Gila Bend Chamber, Gilbert Chamber, 
City of Glendale-Tourism Office, Mesa CVB, 
Northwest Valley Chamber, Peoria Chamber, 
Southwest Valley Chamber, Sun City West 
Visitors Center-P.O.R.A., Superior Chamber, 
Arizona Mills Mall, Wickenburg Chamber 

Source: D.K. Shifflet and Associates, Ltd., 
1Doesn’t include dining, touring, shopping and entertainment 

The metropolitan area has all the won-
derful experiences you would expect to 
find in a major city – set against the 
breathtaking backdrop of the Sonoran 
Desert. 
 

In addition, the region also boasts fan-
tastic museums and galleries, a wide ar-
ray of sports events, Old West and Na-
tive American history, hiking and other 
outdoor activities suited for the state's 
more than 300 days of sunshine each 
year.  
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Top Origin States 

California 25.2% 

Arizona 19.3% 

Illinois 7.5% 

Texas 6.7% 

New Mexico 4.2% 

Nevada 3.2% 

Ohio 2.9% 

Colorado 2.5% 

Age of Respondent 

Average Age 48 years 

18-34 years 24% 

35-54 years 41% 

55+ years 35% 

Household Income 

Average HH Income $86,200 

Under $75,000 45% 

$75,000 or more 55% 

Education 

No College education 25% 

Some College 30% 

College Degree 25% 

Post College Degree 19% 

Phoenix & Central Arizona 2007 Tourism Facts 

Accommodations 

Paid Accommodations 60% 

Non-Paid Accommodations 39% 

Main Mode of Transportation 

Air Travel 44% 

Auto Travel 49% 

Other Transportation  7% 

Traveling Party 

One Adult 36% 

Couples (M/F) 36% 

Two Males or Two Females 4% 

Three or more Adults 7% 

Families 16% 

Purpose of Stay 

BUSINESS 26% 

LEISURE 74% 

     Getaway Weekend 11% 

     Visit Friend/Relative 37% 

     General Vacation 11% 

     Other Personal 8% 

     Special Event 7% 

Source: D.K. Shifflet and Associates, Ltd., 
 

Visitor Demographics: 

Trip Behavior: 
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Economic Impact of Travel: 

Lodging: 

Counties in 
Phoenix/Central 

Arizona*  

Total Direct 
Spending 

Earnings Employment Local Taxes State Taxes Total Taxes 

($ million) ($ million) (jobs) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) 

Maricopa 12,370 3,395 94,300 338 392 730 

Pinal 453.3 110.9 4,660 8.5 17.1 25.6 

Phoenix & Central Arizona 2007 Tourism Facts 

Counties in  
Phoenix/Central 

Arizona*   

Occupancy  Average Daily Rate 
(ADR)  

Revenue Per Available 
Room (RevPAR)  

% Change 
over 2006 

$ Change 
over 2006 

$ Change 
over 2006 

Maricopa 66.9% -1.9% $121.79 6.5% $81.50 4.4% 

Pinal 64.9% -2.0% $75.40 4.6% $48.97 2.6% 

• In 2007, Maricopa County’s occupancy decreased -1.9% over YE 2006 to 66.9%.  Occupancy 
was driven by decreased room demand (-1.7%) and a relatively flat room supply (0.2%). 

• Pinal County’s occupancy decreased -2.0% over YE 2006 to 64.9%.  This was due flattening 
room demand, up 0.6% from YE 2006, and robust growth in room supply (up 2.5%). 

Counties in 
Phoenix/Central 

Arizona*  

Lodging 
Food & 

Beverage 
Service 

Food 
Stores 

Ground 
Trans. & 

Motor Fuel 

Arts, 
Entertnmnt 
& Recreatn 

Retail 
Sales 

Air 
Transport 
(visitors 

only) 

($ million) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) 

Maricopa 1,692 2,356 311 2,006 1,386 1,571 1,527 

Pinal 27.3 111.5 40.0 86.0 90.4 97.8 0.0 

Visitor Spending by Commodity Purchased  

Total Direct Travel Spending/Employment/Taxes Generated by Travel Spending 

Source: Arizona Travel Impacts, Dean Runyan Associates 

* The Phoenix and Central region is a marketing area created by the Arizona Office of Tourism.   

Source: Smith Travel Research 
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National Parks: 

State Parks: 

National Parks in 
Phoenix/Central 

Arizona: 

2007 
Visitation 

% Change 
from 2006 

Casa Grande NM 76,854 -13.0% 

Phoenix & Central Arizona 2007 Tourism Facts 

State Parks in Phoenix/
Central Arizona: 

2007 
Visitation 

% Change 
from 2006 

Boyce Thompson Arboretum SP 63,457 -2.5% 

Lost Dutchman SP 79,244 -0.2% 

McFarland SHP 5,204 58.2% 

Oracle SP 9,953 -5.3% 

Picacho Peak SP 63,818 7.1% 

Source: Arizona State Parks 

National Parks in the Phoenix & Central 
Region of Arizona represent: 
• 1 of the 21 National Parks in Arizona 
• 0.6% of total visitation to Arizona 

National Parks 

State Parks in the Phoenix & Central Re-
gion of Arizona represent: 
• 5 of the 28 Arizona State Parks 
• 8.7% of total visitation to Arizona 

State Parks 

Top Attractions: 

Top Five Natural Attractions 
 in Phoenix/Central Arizona 

2007 
Visitation 

South Mountain Park 3,000,000 

Lake Pleasant Regional Park 697,479 

Lost Dutchman State Park 79,244 

Casa Grande Ruins National Monument 76,854 

Picacho Peak State Park 63,818 

Top Five Private Attractions  
in Phoenix/Central Arizona 

2007  
Visitation 

Tempe Town Lake 2,782,000 

Chase Field 2,699,178 

Phoenix Zoo 1,474,000 

US Airways Center 1,392,526 

Jobing.com Arena 1,200,000 

Source: Reporting Entity 

Source: National Park Service- Recreational Visitors Only 
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